
May 26, 2017 

 

The Honorable Tom Price, MD 

Secretary 

Department of Health and Human Services 

200 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, DC 20201 

 

The Honorable Scott Gottlieb, MD 

Commissioner 

Food & Drug Administration 

10903 New Hampshire Avenue 

Silver Spring, MD 20993 

 

Dear Secretary Price and Commissioner Gottlieb: 

 

We, the undersigned scientists and researchers, urge you not to delay the updated Nutrition Facts 

labels that would tell Americans how much added sugars are in their foods.  Americans consume 

added sugars, especially sugar-sweetened beverages, in amounts that are linked to a higher risk of 

heart disease, type 2 diabetes, obesity, tooth decay, and nutrient-poor diets.  The new Nutrition 
Facts labels would also tell consumers how much of a day’s worth of added sugars a serving of food 

contains.  Without those labels, consumers cannot follow advice from the government’s own 

Dietary Guidelines for Americans, American Heart Association, World Health Organization, and 

other health authorities to cut back on added sugars.  To protect the public’s health, we ask for your 

commitment to maintain the July 2018 compliance deadline for major food companies and the July 

2019 deadline for smaller ones. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sharon R. Akabas, PhD, MS 
Director 
Associate Director for Educational Initiatives 
Columbia University 
Institute of Human Nutrition  
 
Lawrence J. Appel, MD, MPH 
C. David Molina, MD, MPH Professor of 
Medicine 
Professor of Medicine, Epidemiology and 
International Health (Human Nutrition) 
Director, Welch Center for Prevention, 
Epidemiology, and Clinical Research 
Johns Hopkins Medical Institutions 
 
 
 
 

Cheryl Anderson, PhD, MPH, MS 
Associate Professor 
Family Medicine and Public Health 
University of California, San Diego 
 
Alberto Ascherio, MD, DrPH 
Professor of Nutrition and Epidemiology, 
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health 
Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical 
School 
 
Adam B. Becker, PhD, MPH 
Executive Director, Consortium to Lower 
Obesity in Chicago Children, Ann and Robert 
H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago 
Associate Professor, Pediatrics and 
Preventive Medicine, Northwestern 
University Feinberg School of Medicine 



George A. Bray, MD 
Boyd Professor Emeritus 
Louisiana State University 
 
Kelly D. Brownell, PhD 
Dean, Sanford School of Public Policy  
Robert L. Flowers Professor of Public Policy 
Professor of Psychology and Neuroscience 
Duke University 
 
Carlos A. Camargo, MD, DrPH 
Professor of Medicine 
Harvard Medical School 
 
Steven K. Clinton, MD, PhD 
The Ohio State University 
 

Isobel R. Contento, PhD 

Mary Swartz Rose Professor of Nutrition and 

Education, and  

Director, Program in Nutrition 

Faculty Director, Laurie M. Tisch Center for 

Food, Education & Policy 

Department of Health and Behavior Studies 

Teachers College Columbia University 

 

Richard J. Deckelbaum, MD, CM, FRCP(C) 

Robert R. Williams Professor of Nutrition 

Professor of Pediatrics 

Professor of Epidemiology 

Director, Institute of Human Nutrition 

College of Physicians and Surgeons 

Columbia University Medical Center 

 

William H. Dietz, MD, PhD 

Director 

Sumner M. Redstone Global Center for 

Prevention and Wellness 

 
Deirdre Dingman, DrPH, MPH, CHES 
Assistant Professor, Temple University 
Department of Social and Behavioral Sciences 
College of Public Health 
 
Christopher Gardner, PhD 
Professor of Medicine 
Stanford University 
 

Michael I. Goran, PhD 

Director, Childhood Obesity Research Center 

Co-Director USC Diabetes and Obesity 

Research Institute 

Professor of Preventive Medicine; Physiology 

& Biophysics; and Pediatrics 

The Dr Robert C & Veronica Atkins Chair in 

Childhood Obesity & Diabetes 

USC Keck School of Medicine  

 
Joan Dye Gussow, MEd, EdD 
Emerita Professor of Nutrition and Education 
Teachers College, Columbia University 
 
Philip Greenland, MD 
Harry W. Dingman Professor, Department of 
Preventive Medicine 
Northwestern University, Feinberg School of 
Medicine 
 
Michael W. Hamm 
Interim Chair – Department Community 
Sustainability 
C.S. Mott Professor of Sustainable Agriculture 
Senior Fellow, Center for Regional Food 
Systems 
Departments of CSUS, PSM, FSHN 
Michigan State University 
 
Frank B. Hu, MD, PhD 
Professor and Chair 
Department of Nutrition 
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health 
 
Michael F. Jacobson, PhD 
President 
Center for Science in the Public Interest 
 
David Katz, MD, MPH, FACPM, FACP, 
FACLM 
Founding Director, Yale-Griffin Prevention 
Research Center 
Founder, True Health Initiative 
 
 
 
 
 
 



George A. Kelley, DA, FACSM 
Professor & Director, Meta-Analytic Research 
Group  
School of Public Health 
Department of Biostatistics 
Director, WVCTSI Clinical Research Design, 
Epidemiology, and Biostatistics (CRDEB) 
Program 
 
Tom Kelly, PhD 
Executive Director & Chief Sustainability 
Officer 
University of New Hampshire 
The Sustainability Institute 
 
Vivica Ingrid Kraak, PhD, RDN 
Assistant Professor of Food and Nutrition 
Policy 
Department of Human Nutrition, Foods, and 
Exercise 
Virginia Tech 
 

Jim Krieger, MD, MPH 

Executive Director, Healthy Food America 

Clinical Professor of Medicine and Health 

Services, University of Washington 

 

Lawrence H. Kushi, ScD 

Director of Scientific Policy 

Division of Research, Kaiser Permanente 

 

Sarah Larson, MS, RD, LDN 
Lecturer 
Department of Nutrition & Food Sciences 
University of Rhode Island 

 

Robert S. Lawrence, MD, MACP 
Professor Emeritus, Environmental Health & 
Engineering 
Founding Director, Center for a Livable 
Future 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health  
 

Sally Ann Lederman, PhD 

Special Lecturer 

Institute of Human Nutrition 

Columbia University 

David A. Levitsky, MS, MPhil, PhD 

Professor of Nutrition and Psychology 

Cornell University 

 

Bonnie Liebman, MS 
Director, Nutrition 
Center for Science in the Public Interest 
 
Rachel K. Johnson, PhD, MPH, RD, FAHA 
Professor of Nutrition 
Professor of Pediatrics 
The University of Vermont 
 
Vasanti Malik, ScD 
Research Scientist 
Department of Nutrition 
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health 
 
JoAnn E. Manson, MD, DrPH 

Chief, Division of Preventive Medicine 

Brigham and Women's Hospital 

Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical 

School 

Professor, Department of Epidemiology 

Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health 

 

William J. McCarthy, PhD 

Adjunct Professor 

Health Policy & Management 

UCLA Fielding School of Public Health 

 

John P. McGahan, MD 

Professor and Vice Chair of Academic Affairs 

Director of Abdominal Fellowship 

UC Davis Health Systems, Department of 

Radiology 

 

Barbara E. Millen, DrPH, RD, FADA  

President 

Millennium Prevention, Inc. 

 

Nana Gletsu Miller, PhD 

Assistant Professor 

Department of Nutrition Science/College of 

Health and Human Sciences 

Purdue University 

 



Barbara J. Moore, PhD, FTOS 

 

Roni Neff, PhD 

Assistant Professor, Department of 

Environmental Health & Engineering 

Program Director, Food System Sustainability 

and Public Health 

Johns Hopkins Center for a Livable Future 

Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 

Health 

 

Miriam E. Nelson, PhD 

Director 

Sustainability Institute 

University of New Hampshire 

 

Diana C. Parra, PT, MPH, PhD 

Assistant Professor 

Program in Physical Therapy 

Scholar at the Institute of Public Health 
School of Medicine  

Washington University in St. Louis 

 

Anisha Patel, MD, MSPH, MSHS  

Associate Professor  

Pediatrics  

Philip R. Lee Institute for Health Policy 

Studies  

University of California, San Francisco  

 

Rafael Pérez-Escamilla, PhD, Dr. Honoris 

Causa 

Professor of Epidemiology and Public Health 

Director, Office of Public Health Practice 

Director, Global Health Concentration 

Yale School of Public Health 

 

John D. Potter, MD, PhD  
Member and Senior Advisor  
Division of Public Health Sciences 
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center 
Professor Emeritus of Epidemiology 
University of Washington 
 
 
 
 

Tim Radak, DrPH, MPH, RDN 

Academic Coordinator for DrPH and PhD 

Public Health Programs 

Walden University 

 

Bill Reger-Nash, EdD 
Emeritus Professor 
School of Public Health 
West Virginia University 
 
Eric Rimm, ScD 
Professor of Medicine 
Harvard Medical School 
Channing Division of Network Medicine, 
Brigham and Woman's Hospital 
Professor of Epidemiology and Nutrition 
Director, Program in Cardiovascular 
Epidemiology 
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health 
 
Lorrene Ritchie, PhD, RD 
Director and CE Specialist 
University of California Nutrition Policy 
Institute 
 
Kim Robien, PhD, RD, CSO, FAND 
Associate Professor 
Department of Exercise and Nutrition 
Sciences 
Milken Institute School of Public Health 

George Washington University 

 
Diego Rose, PhD, MPH 
Professor and Head of Nutrition Section 
School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine 
Tulane University 
 
Joan Sabaté, MD, DrPH  
Professor of Nutrition  
Loma Linda University, School of Public 
Health 
 

Marlene Schwartz, PhD 

Director 

University of Connecticut Rudd Center for 

Food Policy and Obesity 

 

 

 



Linda Sebelia, MA, MS, RD 

Nutrition Adjunct Professor 

University of Rhode Island 

 

Meir Stampfer, MD, DrPH 
Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical 
School 
Professor of Epidemiology and Nutrition, 
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health 
 

Marie-Pierre St-Onge, PhD, FAHA 
Associate Professor of Nutritional Medicine 
Columbia University Medical Center 
 

Dennis Savaiano, PhD 
Virginia C. Meredith Professor 
Director, North Central Nutrition Education 
Center 
Department of Nutrition Science 
Purdue University 
 

Mary Story, PhD, RD 

Professor 

Community & Family Medicine and Global 

Health 

Duke University 

 

Anna Maria Siega-Riz, PhD 

Professor of Epidemiology and Nutrition 

Gillings School of Global Public Health 

University of North Carolina 

 

Lynn Silver, MD, MPH, FAAP 

Senior Advisor, Public Health Institute  

Clinical Professor, University of California San 

Francisco 

 

Lindsey Smith Taillie, PhD 

Research Assistant Professor 

Department of Nutrition 

University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill 

 

Alison Tovar, MS/MPH, PhD 

Assistant Professor 

Department of Nutrition and Food Science 

University of Rhode Island 

 

May C. Wang, MA, MPH, DrPH 

Professor 

Department of Community Health Sciences, 

CHS 26-051    

UCLA Fielding School of Public Health 

 

Y. Claire Wang, MD, ScD 

Associate Professor 

Department of Health Policy and 

Management 

Columbia University Mailman School of 

Public Health 

 

Dianne S. Ward, EdD  

Professor 

Department of Nutrition 

Gillings School of Global Public Health 

University of North Carolina 

 

Shelley Weinstock, PhD, CNS, FACN 
Institute of Human Nutrition 

Columbia University 

 

Paul K. Whelton, MB, MD, MSc 

Show Chwan Professor of Global Public 

Health 

School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine 

Tulane University 

 

Walter Willett, MD, DrPH 
Professor of Epidemiology and Nutrition 
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health 
 

Margo G. Wootan, DSc 

Director, Nutrition Policy 

Center for Science in the Public Interest 

 

Sophia Yen, MD, MPH 

Adolescent Medicine 
Stanford Medical School 

Clinical Associate Professor 

CEO of PandiaHealth.com 

 

Lisa R. Young, PhD, RD 
Adjunct Professor of Nutrition 
New York University 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Titles and institutional affiliations are for identification purposes only.  

 

Please reply via Abby Dilk, Center for Science in the Public Interest, adilk@cspinet.org 

 


