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March 13, 2006 
 
Docket Management Branch 
Food and Drug Administration 
5630 Fishers Lane 
Room 1061 (HFA-305) 
Rockville, MD 20852 
 
Re: Docket No. 2006P-0094 

Petition re Definition of the term “Natural” for making claims on foods and bev-
erages regulated by the Food and Drug Administration 

 
To the Food and Drug Administration:  

The Center for Science in the Public Interest (CSPI) supports the Sugar As-
sociation’s petition requesting that the Commissioner of Food and Drugs (FDA) 
undertake rulemaking to establish specific rules and regulations governing the 
definition of “natural” before a “natural” claim can be made on foods and bever-
ages regulated by the FDA. 

CSPI agrees that it is essential to reduce consumer confusion by an accu-
rate and consistent definition of natural across Federal agencies that regulate 
food labeling. The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has already 
defined “natural” in its Food Standards and Labeling Policy Book.1 The USDA de-
fines the word “natural” in a manner that is consistent with consumer expecta-
tions and that has been accepted in the marketplace. This definition has not re-
stricted creative and attractive labeling of foods subject to USDA authority. It has 
only prevented misbranding of foods that are not natural. 

However, because the FDA has not adopted any definition, foods regu-
lated by the FDA are often marketed as “natural” when they contain ingredients 
that are not minimally processed and that do not occur in nature, such as high 

                                                
1  USDA Food Standards and Labeling Policy Book, August 2005. 
www.fsis.usda.gov/oppde/larc/policies/labeling_policy_book_082005.pdf. 
 






