CE_NTER FOR
Science IN THE
Public Interest

Your Food and Health Watchdog

September 24, 2025

Governor Gavin Newsom
1021 O Street, Suite 9000
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Request for Signature on AB 1264 and SB 646
Dear Governor Newsom:

The Center for Science in the Public Interest (CSPI) is writing to urge you to sign Assembly Bill
1264, which advances the priorities outlined in your executive order on ultra-processed food (EO
N-1-25),! and Senate Bill 646. Both bills will enhance California’s nation-leading efforts to
promote and protect children’s health.

AB 1264 is a first-of-its kind bill that enshrines a definition of ultra-processed food, or UPF, that
integrates nutritional concerns and comprehensively captures chemical safety concerns. This
stands in stark contrast to other states that defined, or attempted to define, ultra-processed foods
as those containing just a handful of unsafe additives.>? The bill then directs the California
Department of Public Health to use that definition to further define “UPF of concern,” which will
be phased out of schools. This will benefit public health by eliminating foods from school
cafeterias that are clearly nutritionally unhealthy and laden with unsafe additives, and it will help
identify products that food companies should reformulate or discontinue. California already leads
the nation in providing healthy, safe school meals to children thanks to its landmark school-
meals-for-all policy;* its mandate for school meals to align with the most recent Dietary
Guidelines for Americans on added sugar and sodium (which you signed into law in 2023); > and
its prohibition on the use of synthetic food dyes in school foods (which you signed into law last
year).® By signing AB 1264, you will further cement California as a leader among states in the
rapidly growing movement to promote healthier diets and crack down on unsafe ingredients
across the country.

SB 646 will require manufacturers of prenatal supplements to test for and publicly disclose levels
of arsenic, cadmium, mercury, and lead—substances that are widely known to impair

! Executive Department, State of California. Executive Order N-1-25. January 3, 2025. Available:
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/2025-1-1.Revised-Healthy-Foods-EO-Final-Gov-Signed.pdf.
2 Arizona House Bill 2164 (2025). Available: https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/57leg/1R/laws/0052.htm.

3 North Carolina House Bill 874 (2025). Available: https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookup/2025/H874.

4 California Department of Education. California Universal Meals. Updated: April 24, 2025.
http://cde.ca.gov/ls/nu/sn/cauniversalmeals.asp. Accessed: September 18, 2025.

5 California Senate Bill 348 Pupil Meals (2023-2024). Available:

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/bill TextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB348.

¢ California Assembly Bill 2316 Pupil Nutrition (2023-2024). Available:
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB2316.
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neurodevelopment and/or cause cancer or other serious harms.”%%!? Health authorities,!""'?
physicians,'>!* and CSPI'® all recommend that people who are pregnant take prenatal
supplements to prevent birth defects and support healthy development, but studies have found
lead, cadmium, and arsenic in many prenatal vitamins, with some exceeding California’s
Proposition 65 safety limits for lead.'®!":!8 California has led the way in holding industry
accountable and protecting children from heavy metals by requiring testing for baby food via AB
899 which you signed into law in 2023.!” SB 646 builds on that model to strengthen protections,
improve transparency, and increase accountability.

Thank you for your attention to our position and concerns.

Sincerely,

-

Thomas M. Galligan, PhD
Principal Scientist for Food Additives and Supplements
Center for Science in the Public Interest

7 World Health Organization. Lead Poisoning. Updated: September 27, 2024. https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-
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