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April 2, 2025

The Honorable Jesse Gabriel
California State Assembly
1021 O Street, Suite 8230
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Support for AB 1264
Dear Assemblymember Gabriel,

The Center for Science in the Public Interest (CSPI) strongly supports your bill, AB 1264, which
will protect children by directing state authorities to identify “particularly harmful” ultra-
processed foods (UPFs) and phase them out from school meals.

CSPI has been working for over 50 years to identify the foods that cause harm, protect
consumers from those foods, and fix the broken systems that allow those foods on the market.
There is growing concern about UPFs, the consumption of which has been linked to certain
chronic diseases like cancer and cardiovascular disease. There is a clear need for nutrition and
public health authorities to take action to protect consumers—and especially children—from the
subgroups of UPFs for which we have the strongest evidence of harm, like processed meats and
sugar-sweetened beveragest>*—both of which the 2020-2025 Dietary Guidelines for Americans
already recommends limiting.*

By directing the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) to identify the
UPFs posing the greatest health risk, AB 1264 ensures that subsequent measures to protect
children from such foods will be grounded in strong evidence and produce positive health
outcomes. OEHHA is a recognized public health authority with the relevant expertise to conduct
these assessments, and it has a strong track record of rigorously, systematically, and transparently
evaluating evidence linking food chemicals to adverse health outcomes.®
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Millions of California’s children rely on school meals for their nutrition. In Fiscal Year 2024, 3.3
million children participated in the national school lunch program in California,® and nearly 900
million meals were served to California’s children including breakfast and lunch.”® It is
imperative that California eliminate particularly harmful UPFs from school meals to protect
children’s health.

AB 1264 will build on the foundation laid by AB 418 (Gabriel) and AB 2316 (Gabriel), giving
the state another opportunity to make California’s children’s health a top priority.

CSPI thanks you for your leadership and is pleased to support AB 1264.

Sincerely,

/\/—

Thomas M. Galligan, PhD
Principal Scientist for Food Additives and Supplements
Center for Science in the Public Interest
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