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March 21, 2025

The Honorable Glenn Youngkin
Governor of Virginia

Patrick Henry Building

1111 East Broad Street, 3rd Floor
Richmond, VA 23219

Re: HB1844 — Request for Signature
Dear Governor Youngkin:

The Center for Science in the Public Interest strongly urges you to support the Baby Food
Protection Act (HB1844), a critical measure to protect infants and young children from toxic
heavy metals in baby food.! Even low levels of lead, arsenic, cadmium, and mercury can cause
serious, often irreversible brain damage in babies and children, who are particularly vulnerable to
neurotoxic effects.>* By enacting HB1844, Virginia can join states like California and Maryland
in taking decisive action to protect its youngest residents.

HB1844 prohibits the distribution and sale of baby food exceeding FDA-established limits for
these toxic heavy metals, requiring manufacturers to conduct monthly testing of final baby food
products. The bill increases transparency and oversight by mandating that manufacturers:

e Publicly disclose test results on their websites,
e Adda QR code to the label of tested baby foods linking to the results, and
e Provide results to the Commissioner of Agriculture and Consumer Services upon request.

Additionally, the bill will lay the groundwork for enforcement by establishing a workgroup to
assess current oversight and recommend further action to address toxic heavy metals in baby
food. HB1844 ensures that parents can make informed choices about the safety of the foods their
children consume and represents a critical step towards holding manufacturers accountable for
baby food product safety.

This legislation is urgently needed because federal action has been insufficient. Two 2021
Congressional reports revealed dangerously high levels of toxic heavy metals in commercial
baby foods and exposed deceptive industry practices, including testing policies that
underestimate heavy metal levels in final baby food products.*> In response, the FDA
established its Closer to Zero program in 2021, aimed at reducing levels of toxic elements in
foods intended for babies and young children.® While a positive step, progress is slow — the FDA
has finalized only one set of non-binding limits thus far, for lead in certain categories of baby
food.” The FDA has proposed another set of non-binding limits for lead in juices, and has not
proposed any limits for arsenic, mercury, or cadmium.® Until the FDA finalizes limits for the
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remaining heavy metals and holds the industry to these standards, states must step in to protect
young children.

California and Maryland have already taken action. California passed AB-899 in 2023, requiring
baby food to be tested for heavy metals by 2024 and labeled accordingly by 2025.° Maryland
enacted similar legislation following a multi-state lead poisoning outbreak linked to
contaminated applesauce pouches that resulted in 566 reported cases nationwide.'® Rudy’s Law,
named after an 18-month-old child who suffered lead poisoning from tainted apple sauce, was
passed to protect children like Rudy from dangerous heavy metal exposure.!! These incidents
underscore the urgent need for state-level action to detect and regulate baby foods high in toxic
heavy metals. Further, as national baby food manufacturers adjust to CA and MD requirements,
the industry will be well-equipped to manage testing and labeling requirements for baby food
sold in Virginia.

We urge you to support HB1844 to hold the baby food industry accountable and protect Virginia
children from serious, avoidable harm caused by toxic heavy metals. Parents expect baby food to
be safe, and Virginia now has the opportunity to help make that expectation a reality. By signing
this bill, you will take a vital step towards ensuring the safety of baby food and the well-being of
Virginia’s children.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this important issue.
Sincerely,

Thomas M. Galligan, PhD
Principal Scientist for Food Additives and Supplements
Center for Science in the Public Interest

Jensen Jose, JD
Regulatory Counsel
Center for Science in the Public Interest

Meghan Enslow, MPH

Policy Associate
Center for Science in the Public Interest
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