February 5, 2025
Dear Members of Congress,

We, the undersigned organizations, write to convey our endorsement of the Expanded Food
Safety Investigation Act (EFSIA) (S.376/H.R.852). This bill grants public health agencies the
tools they need to investigate foodborne outbreaks on Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations
(CAFOs), also known as factory farms.

Food in the United States is frequently unsafe. Each year, 1 in 6 Americans get sick from
foodborne diseases, many of which are transmitted from animals raised in agriculture.! Over half
of foodborne Sal/monella cases have been estimated to come from consuming chicken, pork, and
other animal products.? Furthermore, pathogens can spread from animal feeding operations into
the environment, as likely occurred in 2018 when a large cattle feeding operation was the likely
source of a nationwide E. coli outbreak.>* The deadly E. coli bacteria likely traveled from the
cattle operation through irrigation canals and then contaminated nearby romaine lettuce.

Unfortunately, when outbreaks spread from farm animals, public health officials have a limited
ability to respond. Unlike other food producers in the US, animal agricultural producers are
allowed to bar the door to federal officials seeking to investigate foodborne outbreaks. The
owners of Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs) have blocked investigators from
collecting pathogen samples during outbreaks, making it difficult for public health agencies to
determine the exact source of an outbreak, how to halt its spread, and how to prevent future
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EFSIA would address this problem by enabling the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
and other federal agencies to detect the source of outbreaks that occur in CAFOs by conducting
microbial sampling when there is an outbreak or other public health need. As a result, federal
officials and farmers could better determine the source of foodborne illness, and new data could
inform best practices to prevent future outbreaks.
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EFSIA provides a vital tool to ensure that federal officials can identify and mitigate foodborne
illness risks. Please cosponsor this bill to help keep our food supply safe.

Sincerely,

American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA)
Animal Rights Initiative

Antibiotic Resistance Action Center at The George Washington University
Associated Humane Societies

Center for Biological Diversity

Center for Food Safety

Center for Science in the Public Interest

Ceres Community Project

Chilis on Wheels

Compassionate Action for Animals

Compassion in World Farming US

Consumer Federation of America

Consumer Reports

Earthjustice

Environmental Working Group

Farm Forward

Farm Sanctuary

Food and Water Watch

Food Animal Concerns Trust

Friends of the Earth

Godspeed Horse Hostel Inc

Government Accountability Project

Iowa Environmental Council

KWT Consulting

Mercy For Animals

National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition

Natural Resources Defense Council

Northwest Animal Rights Network (NARN)

PIRG

San Francisco Bay Physicians for Social Responsibility
Slow Food USA

STOP Foodborne Illness

Strategies for Ethical & Environmental Development (SEED)
Texas Humane Legislation Network

Vegan Activist Alliance

World Animal Protection



