November 27, 2023

Elisabete Weiderpass, MD, MSc, PhD
IARC Director

25 Av. Tony Garnier

CS 90627

69366 Lyon Cedex 07 France

Dear Dr. Weiderpass,

We are writing to request that you consider augmenting the information contained in the
“List of classifications by cancer sites with sufficient or limited evidence in humans,
Monographs Volumes 1-133." This List as posted on the IARC website is a very useful tool
in conveying this information to the public, governmental agencies, and the medical
community. Many individuals, however, have no knowledge of where these carcinogenic
exposures occur. Thus, in terms of IARC’s continued commitment to cancer prevention,
we suggest that IARC consider developing a Table to accompany the above-mentioned
information that would list the workplaces, environments, and behaviors which potentially
expose people to a carcinogen followed by the specific carcinogenic agent experienced in
each of those situations and the cancer sites that have been established by IARC for those
carcinogens. An example would be as follows:

Exposure Situation: Carcinogenic Agent: Cancer site:

Cabinet Manufacturing Wood dust Nasal cavity and paranasal sinus

With knowledge of their current jobs, environments and behaviors, people could check the
Table and identify the carcinogenic exposures they may be experiencing and take measures
to reduce these exposures. Workers could perhaps modify their work behavior or request
more appropriate personal protective equipment. In addition, individuals and their
healthcare providers could become aware of cancers related to any current or past
carcinogenic exposures, be watchful for early symptoms of that type of cancer and conduct
appropriate clinical testing to increase the chance of early detection, if that cancer were to
develop.

Considering the above noted example, individuals with a current or past work experience
in cabinet manufacturing and their medical providers could be watchful for early signs of
nasal cavity and paranasal sinus cancer, such as nasal congestion that does not get better,
blockage of one side of the nose, headaches in sinus areas, etc., signs that could easily go
unnoticed. If these early symptoms occur and are recognized, timely diagnostic testing
could be done. Currently, most of these cancers are diagnosed at an advanced stage.
Increased awareness through carcinogen exposure identification could help diagnose these
cancers at an earlier and more successfully treatable stage. The Surveillance,
Epidemiology, and End Results (SEER) database states that the 5-year survival rates for
people diagnosed at different stages of nasal cavity and paranasal sinus cancers are 86%
for localized, 52% for regional and 43% for distant.



This recommended Table could immediately be used to increase awareness of carcinogenic
exposures. Individuals could peruse the list and check any relevant carcinogen exposure
situations and immediately take note of associated carcinogens and cancer sites. Also, the
Table could become a cancer education and prevention tool utilized during routine patient
intake. Hopefully, the increased awareness obtained from this tool would lead to a
decrease in carcinogen exposures and related cancers, and an increase in early cancer
detection.

Additionally, in today’s technological world, the development of a computer program that
cross-references this information could be very beneficial. Any interested person could
simply input a workplace, environment, or behavior; a carcinogenic agent; or a cancer site
and retrieve the desired related information from the other two data sets. This program
could be accessed by any computer worldwide and could become part of routine
healthcare.

WHO has stated that prevention offers the most cost-effective long-term strategy for the
control of cancer. Adding this easily attainable information from the Monographs to
TARC’s existing website and/or developing a computer program through which any person
could access this information could provide a very effective cancer prevention tool, may
save lives, and decrease cancer related health care costs.

We would greatly appreciate your thoughts on our recommendations.

Sincerely,
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Gwen Pohl Infante, RN, JD

Director, Cancer Free Awareness, LLC
Falls Church, VA

USA

f T F ppate

Peter F. Infante, DDS, DrPH, FACE

Formerly, Director, Office of Standards Review, and
Office of Carcinogen Identification and Classification
Occupational Safety and Health Administration
Washington, DC

USA



Cosignatories:

Giorgio Assennato, MDD

Member of the National Committee for Health Impact Assessment
Department of Environment and Energy

Bari, Italy

Steven Bayard, PhD, BS

Formerly, Director, Office of Risk Assessment
Occupational Safety and Health Administration,
Washington, DC

USA

Fiorella Belpoggi, PhD

Emerita Scientific Director, Ramazzini Institute,
and Executive Council, Collegium Ramazzini
Bologna, Italy

James Brophy, PhD
University of Windsor
Windsor, Ontario
Canada

Barry Castleman, ScD
Environmental Consultant
Fellow Collegium Ramazzini
USA

Pasquale Chieco, MD
Adjunct Professor
School of Medicine, Medical Biotechnology

St. Orsola Medical Center
University of Bologna
Bologna, Italy

David Egilman, MD, MPH

Clinical Professor of Family Medicine

Alpert School of Medicine

Brown University (for identification purposes)
President GHETS

Attleboro, MA

USA



Arthur L. Frank, MD, PhD

Professor of Public Health and Professor of Medicine
Drexel University,

Philadelphia, PA

USA

Thomas Galassi, MPH

Formerly, Director

Directorate of Enforcement Programs
OSHA

Washington, DC

USA

David Gee
Visiting Fellow
Centre for Pollution Research and Policy

Brunel University
London, UK

Deborah Glass, PhD

Professor (Practice)

Monash University

School of Public Health and Preventive Medicine
Melbourne, Australia

Bernard D. Goldstein, MD

Professor Emeritus and Dean Emeritus

Department Environmental and Occupational Health
School of Public Health

University of Pittsburgh

Pittsburgh, PA

USA

Tom K Grimsrud MD, PhD
Senior Consultant

Cancer Registry of Norway
Oslo, Norway

Lennart Hardell, MD, PhD

Professor, University Hospital, Orebro (retired)
The Environment and Cancer Research Foundation
(current address)

Orebro, Sweden



Margaret Keith, PhD
University of Windsor
Windsor, Ontario
Canada

Jorunn Kirkeleit, PhDD

Researcher

National Institute of Occupational Health
Oslo, Norway

Joseph LaDou, MD, MS

Emeritus Clinical Professor

University of California School of Medicine
San Francisco, CA

USA

(Died unexpectedly on November 10, 2023)

Richard A. Lemen, Ph.D., MPH

Retired Assistant Surgeon General,

United States Public Health Service

Adjunct Professor, Rollins School of Public Health
Emory University

Atlanta, Georgia

USA

Peter Lurie, MD, MPH

President

Center for Science in the Public Interest
Washington, DC

USA

Melissa A. McDiarmid, MD, MPH, DABT

Professor of Medicine and Epidemiology and Public Health
Director, Division of Occupational and Environmental Medicine
University of Maryland School of Medicine

Baltimore, MD

USA

Ronald Melnick, PhD

Senior Toxicologist (retired)

National Toxicology Program

National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences
Research Triangle Park, NC

USA



Lee S. Newman, MD, MA

Distinguished University Professor

Department of Environmental and Occupational Health
Center Director

Center for Health, Work & Environment

Colorado School of Public Health

CU Anschutz Medical Campus

USA

Ralph Nilsson, MD
Occupational Medicine
Gothenburg, Sweden

Rolf G. Nordlinder, MSC
Senior Occupational Hygienist
Member of ACGIH
Gothenburg, Sweden

Maureen O’Donnell, CTH

Industrial Hygienist/Former Project Officer

Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labeling of Chemicals (GHS)
Directorate of Standards and Guidance

OSHA, Washington, DC

USA

Barbara Sattler, RN, DrPH, FAAN
Professor Emeritus

School of Nursing and Health Professions
University of San Francisco

San Francisco, California

USA

Morando Soffritti, MD
Honorary President and
Past Scientific Director
Ramazzini Institute
Bologna, Italy

Craig Steinmaus, MD, MPH
Adjunct Professor, Epidemiology
University of California
Berkeley, CA

USA



Theodora Tsongas, PhD
Environmental and Occupational Health Scientist/Epidemiologist

Portland, Oregon
USA

Mary C. White, ScD

Adjunct Professor

Gangarosa Department of Environmental Health
Emory Rollins School of Public Health

Atlanta, GA USA



